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EDUCATION BEYOND FOUR WALLS

“We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.”
- from Little Gidding by T.S.Elliot

Welcome to Wild School,
We are thrilled that you are considering joining our growing community. You’ll quickly find that we think quite
differently here. We feel strongly that the traditional education system does not meet the needs of our youth. Four
walls and a desk works for controlling large numbers of children. It does not work for empowering, inspiring and
fostering life-long learners who will become the changemakers that we so desperately need.
Our school has a simple mandate, to reconnect our future leaders with the natural world and themselves. We are
striving to create a new model of education that focuses on the whole student.
We seek to create meaningful experiences and learning opportunities which ignite curiosity and a passion for learning.
Our team of educators focus on developing confidence, resilience, courage and grit in our students to empower their
leadership. These are the individuals that will lead their peers and their community to create positive change in the
world.
WILD stands for Wilderness Integrated Leadership Development. It is a philosophy born out of a core belief that
the greatest learning is found in real experiences both in the natural world and in our communities. We focus on ‘rewilding’ students’ thinking, to be free to formulate new ideas and creativity, irrespective of normative and conformative
educational standards. We integrate with and go beyond the provincial curriculum to develop a program that inspires
and ignites curiosity and growth.
This is a challenging program but one that will offer an enriching and transformational experience. From academics
to physical education, mindfulness and emotional intelligence to healthy living, all centered on outdoor and
environmental education.
We know you will love being part of this community.
Onwards!

Jeff Barrett
Founder
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THE WILD STUDENT
The Wild student is a passionate changemaker. They demonstrate confidence, resilience and

WILD SCHOOL CORE COMPETENCIES

grit gained from facing obstacles and overcoming challenges. They are aware and empathetic of
the issues facing their environment and their local and global communities. They are passionate
and empowered to effect change. They are curious of the world around them, constantly asking
questions while critiquing and analyzing information gathered. They are creative problem solvers
that think outside the box and develop and design new and innovative ideas.
They are emotionally intelligent. They are aware of themselves; they understand their own

PERCEPTION
Curious

- looks deeper
- asks questions
- finds wonder

emotions, they can self regulate and express themselves coherently, confidently and with depth.
They are aware of others; how they are feeling, what is motivating them, what is influencing their
actions, and how to support others. They are active listeners and can perceive beyond what is
being said.

exposed to a myriad of activities and sports and are masters of backcountry travel. Their interests
and unique skills are nurtured and enhanced and they are guided to opportunities to fulfill their
passions.

Critical

Communicative

Intuitive

Connected

Empathetic

- innovates
- imaginative
- develops new / novel
ideas

- analyzes
- questions / Investigates
- develops / designs

ACTION
Collaborative

They are healthy. They eat healthy foods and understand the importance of doing so. They are

Creative

- connected w self &
others
- is confident / has
respect
- open / authentic

- coherently expressive
- active listener
- demonstrates
patience

- empowered / empowers
others
- takes action
- makes a difference.

REFLECTION
Adaptive

- flexible
- resourceful
- demonstrates GRIT

- to self
- to others
- to the natural world

- to others and community
- social responsibility
- environmental
responsibility

HEALTHY LIVING
Mind

- engaged / stimulated
by life
- independent
- able to self regulate

Body

- strong / Fit - has
healthy physical habits
- practices healthy eating habits

Spirit

- mindful
- self determination
- feels balance

OUR METHOD
Three Frames of Learning
Wild School uses a learning pedogogy commonly referred to as the Three Frames of Learning. This
method is designed to provide a consistent, relevant, well-rounded and comprehensive learning
experience. The three frames of learning are:
1.
Proficiency Frame
2.
Thematic Frame
3.
Experiential Frame
These frames of learning can also be thought of as a practice-apply-try paradigm:

PROFICIENCY
The Proficiency frame focuses on core intellectual competencies that require repetition and practice to reach
accuracy namely in literacy and mathematics. Wild School has developed its own curriculum in literacy and
mathematics that builds on provincial curriculum requirements, follows the natural sequence of skill development
and enhances it to make it more relevant, applicable and fun. Small class sizes allows attention to detail for
individual learners and maximizes success in this frame.

Our teaching team work together to provide engaging proficiency lessons that are student-centered and
differentiated to meet individual student needs. We’ve developed a scope and sequence designed to fit with
Wild School’s unique vision, mission and educational philosophy. This scope and sequence can also be matched
to other curricula around the world and is understood by educators broadly.

1. Practice: Where we practice and improve intellectual competencies across different proficiency
disciplines. This is primarily the only focus of a traditional education program.
2. Apply: When we can apply the skills we have been practicing and developing through exciting and
engaging thematics. This would be akin to scrimmages in a hockey game.
3. Try: Where we can directly engage in new, exciting, and challenging activities through hands on,
active experiences. This would be akin to playing an actual hockey game.

THEMATIC
The Thematic frame is an integrated, interdisciplinary approach to learning where units are focused on a particular
theme. Thematic units inspire students through relevant concepts and real-world experiences. They allow students
to explore a subject matter (theme) and provide opportunities for students to ask questions and follow their own
paths of inquiry, as they bring to life the beauty, surprises and connections in the world around us. Thematic
lessons are holistic in that they engage multiple styles of intelligence, learning and proficiencies.

Thematic learning follows an arc of discovery designed using the principles of permaculture (see 12 principles
of permaculture). These thematics are explored differently in each grade and they follow a carefully designed
sequence which allows children to build an understanding of their community, to feel at home in their space, to
develop an understanding of the world around them, and to discover a greater sense of themselves.

EXPERIENTIAL
The Experiential Frame learning is the “hands-on, getting dirty” part of Wild School. Whether it means working in
the school gardens, creating art, learning wilderness first aid, going on expeditions or carrying out work experience,
you will find students exploring and problem solving around the campus and around our community. Students in
every level engage in real-world practical projects that deepen their understanding of their physical place in the
world.

Experiential learning also involves specialist programs that vary throughout the year and term. For instance in the
winter we run a specialist program on backcountry winter travel where students learn cross country ski skills, winter
camping, winter orientation, snow science, etc. Other example specialist programs include: music, canoeing,
mountain biking, hiking, gardening, theatre, etc.

4 PILLARS OF THE WILD PROGRAM:
Our core program elements provide us with incredible content in order to exceed provincial curriculum standards
while creating an incredibly enriching experience.

Ecological Education (EcoEd):
EcoEd assimilates ‘environmental education’ (EnvEd) and expands the term to embrace ecological principles while
encompassing systems theory. The EcoEd component of OE3 draws heavily on holistic interpretations of the
natural world by seeking and drawing out connections between varying nodes and integrating in core subject
matters (E.g. mathematics, science, etc).

Outdoor Education (OutEd)
OutEd is the teaching and learning of skills for outdoor, wilderness living, travel and sport. This may include
bushcraft, adventure sports, navigation, species identification, safe travel preparation and the like. OutEd embraces
many traditional ways of knowing and living and is the foundation of what has developed into more formalized and
academic activities.

Leadership Education (EQ)
In our layered approach to Leadership Development we focus on key elements such as self-awareness, self-control,
grounding, empathy, advocacy, and environmental stewardship. With a focus on emotional intelligence, our multifaceted approach focuses on supporting leadership growth from an individual, interpersonal, and communal
perspective as we foster leadership development in the great future leaders of our planet!

Service Education (ServEd)
ServEd is how we connect and give back to our community. We use service projects to instill the value of community
service but also as an opportunity for experiential learning. We are able to weave our curriculum into projects that
make our community better, while also learning more about and connecting with local changemakers.

OUR CORE VALUES
As a school we believe in a set of values which we adhere to throughout the year. Good leadership is a fundamental
skill in life and an essence of Wild School. We work to instill the values of a leader in our students and foster these
characteristics:

L

isten. The Wild student listens to what is going on around them. They are aware of their surroundings and

how they impact their environment. They practice active listening when participating in a learning environment
with their peers and teachers. They understand that regulating their emotions makes them more attuned to others
around them. They listen to themselves and know when they are overwhelmed, when to step back, and when to
advocate for themselves.

E

ngage. The Wild student engages with their environment. Not only are they aware, but they are participating

in and experiencing the world around them. Students learn to embrace and create experiences and opportunities
for themselves. They know that the best learning comes from active participation and they embody that everyday.

A

dapt. The Wild student stands unphased in the face of a challenge. They understand that things don’t always

go their way. The Wild student learns to thrive in new and uncomfortable environments, letting go of the need to
control the outcome. The Wild student’s accomplishments and achievements are a result of their resilience when
challenged with adversity. They understand that grit and perseverance will allow them to succeed, regardless of
the path they end up taking.

D

emonstrate. The Wild students’ can demonstrate their abilities and lead by example. They connect ideas

through physical and mental relationships. They can demonstrate skill, they can demonstrate independence and
creativity. They can demonstrate the core values of leadership through their interactions with peers and mentors.
They understand these characteristics are essential to embody as an effective leader.

E

mpathize. The Wild student is empathetic in their leadership. They understand that there are different avenues

to achieve the same goal and they help set their classmates up for success. The Wild student can place themselves
in another person’s shoes, attempting to understand and their perspective, showing compassion and courage.

R

espect. The Wild student treats everyone and everything around them with respect. They understand their

individual worth and treat the world with the same respect they wish to be shown. They learn from watching
their teachers and mentors treat everyone with respect and dignity, modeling this behavior in our Wild School
community.

OUR CORE PROGRAMS
Students will leave the program gaining vital skills to be able to become changemakers in the world.
This begins with a progression from developing a solid foundation of comfort and confidence
through to connection and a deeper understanding of themselves and the world around them.
Kindergarten - Foundation
The beginning stages of Wild School is rooted in developing comfort and compassion. We establish a solid
foundation where students develop a comfort in learning and growing. They establish a routine and develop a
comfortable relationship with learning and the class community. They learn how to dress for success, how to self
regulate and engage actively in a classroom environment. This gives them the confidence and the desire to want
to learn, which is the most critical part of this foundational program. Another critical component is fun, and there
are so many things that they want to learn about in our incredible classroom. We open up their eyes to the wonder
and beauty of their natural environment and evoke a desire to want to know more, to want to find new challenges
and experience new things. We weave into this core program proficiencies in reading, writing and arithmetic and
instill a love for these elements, providing a solid foundation for Grade 1.

Grades 1 to 3 - Curiosity
We believe that in order for students to be lifelong learners and changemakers, students need to be innately
curious of the world around them. We show them the wonders and beauty of the natural world, which in itself
encourages creativity and wonder. We follow an inquiry-based style of teaching, where the students propose the
questions on what they are interested in, and we format lessons and activities to discover the answers. This leads
students to be actively engaged and an active participant in their learning. We strive as educators to help students
find wonder and evoke their interests by focusing on the individual through our very small class sizes. The teacher
is able to make connections with each one of their students, making each and every student individual learning
needs their top priority. Students’ creative sides will be engaged cross-curricularly, as well as students will be able
to learn outdoors, keeping students moving, and motivated to be lifelong learners. Students will learn how to lead
by example, collaborate with their peers, and be self-directed to complete the task at hand.

Grades 4 to 6 - Connection
The focus of connection is demonstrated by a deeper knowledge of how we are connected to ourselves, each
other and the natural world in our local and global communities. Students will have the opportunity to dive deeper
into their connection to the land by applying their foundational knowledge and curiosity from previous grades
and stepping into action and service in the connection program. A Wild School student is a connected student to
themselves, each other and the environment.
Students who immerse themselves in the Grade 4-6 program at Wild School will leave this program as grounded
individuals. They will gain a deeper connection and understanding of the natural world and have demonstrated
skills in creativity, problem solving, perseverance and leadership, to make a positive impact on their community.
Students graduating in Grade 6 are strong leaders in their actions, as well as in their ability to reflect and connect
with others with compassion, empathy and confidence. A graduating Wild School student is an inquisitive thinker
that has mastered the inquiry method of asking questions and creativity exploring their ideas. At the end of the
Grade 6 program, each student will have the opportunity to put all of their learning into a final project where they
will take action on an environmental issue in their community. This project involves the student demonstrating
their knowledge and understanding of a particular issue, identifying a problem and creating a solution using their
entrepreneurial and critical thinking skills.

Wild School Desired Curriculum Outcomes:
Grade 1 - 3 Program

Program Overview

We believe that it’s not what you learn but how you learn that will create the biggest impact on student engagement and success in their learning. Guided by our 4 Pillars and Values at Wild School, our methodology
for learning is represented in proficiency, thematic and the experience which leads students to embody the core
competencies that encapsulate the visionary Wild School Student.

A Day in the Life of a Curious Wild Student
(Grade 1-3)
8:45am: Arrival
8:45am - 9:00am: Outdoor Play
9:00am - 9:20am: Community Circle, Land Acknowledgement, Mindfulness,
and Yoga
9:20am - 10:00am: Interactive, Inquiry based Outdoor Activity
10:00am - 10:15am: Snack
10:15am – 12:00pm: PROFICIENCY (practice + foundational skills)

By the end of Grade 3, students in the 1-3 program will be able to demonstrate the following skills in each of
the Wild School Curriculum and the Ontario Curriculum courses.

Wild School Curriculum
Wilderness Skills
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

EQ and Leadership Skills
·

12:00pm - 12:30pm: Outdoor Activity (Hike, Ski, Bike, Soccer, Frisbee)
12:30pm – 1:00pm: Lunch
1:00pm-1:30pm: Novel Study / Silent Reading
1:30pm-2:20pm: THEMATIC/ EXPERIENTIAL (application + projects)
2:20pm - 2:30pm: Snack
2:30pm - 3:15pm: Leadership
3:15pm - 3:30pm: End of Day Debrief
3:30pm - Pick up
3:30pm- 5:00pm- Afterschool Programming (Additional charges apply)

Proficient in outdoor wilderness skills
Navigation with a compass, map and GPS
Fire building
Shelter building with natural objects, tarps and rope
Knot knowledge and accuracy
Basic and Standard first aid
Proficient in bush craft
Cooking and preparing food over a fire
Complete an overnight trip

·
·
·
·
·

Knowledge and understanding of the styles of leadership
Develop strong self-awareness and reflection skills – experts at debriefing
Proficient in demonstrating compassion, empathy and understanding towards others, the community
and to nature
Demonstrates an understanding of resilience and grit
Able to adapt to changing environments with ease
Able to lead their class and the kindergarten class through activities

Ecological Education
·
·
·
·
·

Proficient in tree identification
Proficient in animal tracks and bird identification
Understanding of the local ecosystem, food chains and biodiversity
Create an initiative to protect/ give back to nature as a changemaker
Develop a deep understanding and respect for Indigenous perspectives of the land

Mathematics

Numbers - Shapes - Real-World Problems
Numbers
Through the number strands of our programming, students will explore the relationship between numbers, as
well as practice their number formation, counting, adding, subtracting and ordering their numbers.
Shapes
Students will explore shapes in a wide variety of ways such as measuring and calculating the length, width,
height, perimeter, area, and circumference. Students will be experts in creating and reading maps. Students
will be able to produce a variety of different graphs, showing a variety of different data collected. Students will
be able to recognize and identify geometric shapes, identifying them based on their name, face, edges, and
vertices. Students will understand and recognize our currency system. Students will consistently be challenged
to make meaningful connections between shape and the world around us.
Relationships and Real-World Problems
Making a connection with mathematics to the real world is what we strive for here at Wild School. Students are
constantly being challenged and pushed to make these connections. Students will be able to explore these

connections by completing real world math problems, by creating and producing their own business, by creating
and participating in STEM projects.

Language Arts

Interpretation - Expression - Creation
Oral Communication
Students will be presented with many different opportunities to enhance their oral communication skills. This skill
will be practiced in ways such as storytelling, debates, community circles, and informative presentations.
Reading and Reading Comprehension
Students will be presented with the opportunity to respond to many different types of texts in a variety of different
ways. Students will develop the skills to be able to understand and analyze the different forms of communication.
Students will learn these comprehension skills through a variety of different forms such as picture books, novels,
podcasts, advertisements, and more.
Writing
At Wild School, students complete a journal entry daily, where they are presented with a new question each day
based off of our weekly thematic. Students have the opportunity to write their daily journals outside, where they
are able to connect with nature and the ground below them. Students practice a variety of different writing styles
such as letter writing, factual writing, poetry, and creative writing. To further develop their spelling skills, students
will complete weekly spelling tests, working on their word formation and letter sounds.

Science

Inquiry - Critical Thinking - Technology
Students will gain an understanding of a variety of topics in Science such as vegetation and farming, seasons, the
rotation and revolution of the sun, structures and forces, and hibernation, migration, and adaptation. Students will
partake in many tree investigations, where they will learn the different parts of the tree, as well as how trees gather
nutrients for survival. Students will partake in daily hikes, where they will have the opportunity to gain knowledge
of their surroundings by asking questions. Students will be expert question askers and problem solvers. Students
will gain knowledge of the environment and species all around us, being able to identify and determine all the
different species we have encountered.

Social Studies

Indigenous Perspective - Community - Sense of Place
Social Studies is integrated into our Wild School curriculum by learning about different family heritage, Indigenous education, as well as learning about the different Canadian regions. With Indigenous education students
will practice different traditions such as our daily community circle and storytelling. As well, students will broaden
their understanding and respect for Indigenous peoples, learning about their history and present-day realities.
Students will learn about their own family heritage and complete a personal history project. Students will deepen
their connection to place, understanding and connecting to the land and community around them. Students will
also explore local, national and global geography. Each year, students will also create their own activism project,
which showcases their knowledge and passion for change.

Physical and Health Education

Endurance - Teamwork - Healthy Living
Our approach to physical and health education is holistic, nurturing and strengthening the mind, body and spirit of
each child. Students will constantly be up and moving, engaging themselves in various different types of physical
activity at Wild School. Students will partake in daily explorative hikes, as well as be presented with many leadership themed games and activities. Students will be able to explore and experience a variety of different sports such
as cross-country skiing, hiking, trail running, soccer, ultimate frisbee, mountain biking, and canoeing. Students will
gain and be taught specific sport skills needed to participate and be successful in all of these sports. Students will
partake in daily yoga and mindfulness, encouraging students to connect with themselves, as well as connect with
the ground below them. With a focus on mindfulness and mental health, students are exposed to yoga, mindful
breathing, grounding and sit spot practices. Students will be proficient on how to dress for the outdoors, how to
properly keep your body fueled with the proper food, and how to keep your body hydrated throughout the day.
Every day at Wild School, students continue to stay active and engage in a wide range of new activities.

The Arts

Expression - Creativity - Storytelling
Students at Wild School will be exposed to music in a variety of different ways, such as learning how to create
music out of materials found in nature and gain the opportunity to practice their musical skills on different instruments. Students will be able to identify the different notes, as well as be able to produce different musical notation.
Students will have the opportunity to learn how to play the ukulele and learn the different sounds and names of the
notes through Boom-Whacker’s. Students will also be able to partake in vocal exercises and produce vocal pieces.
Students will partake in a variety of visual art activities as well, where they will explore the different elements of
art and design. Students will also have the opportunity to explore different ways of producing art through nature,
and how to use the different elements of nature to create a piece of artwork. Students will also learn to act out and
present stories, while learning techniques to be comfortable performing in front of an audience.

French

Communication - Connection - Culture
Students will start learning the basics of the French language. French will be given in a conversation style, where
students will engage in discussions with their teacher. French will be peppered throughout the day, where students
will label items in French, learn how to communicate basic French language, and learn the basics in order to excel
in our Junior French program.

Desired Curriculum Outcomes:
Grade 4 - 6 Program

Program Overview

A Day in the Life of a Connected Wild Student
(Grade 4-6)
8:45am: Arrival
8:45am - 9:00am: Outdoor Play
9:00am - 9:20am: Community Circle, Land Acknowledgement, Mindfulness,
and Yoga
9:20am - 10:00am: Interactive, Inquiry based Outdoor Activity
10:00am - 10:15am: Snack
10:15am – 12:00pm: PROFICIENCY (practice + foundational skills)

Students who immerse themselves in the Wild School program will leave the program gaining valuable lifelong
skills that will equip them to be change makers and leaders in their community. We believe that in order for
students to be lifelong learners and change makers, students need to ask questions. We follow an inquiry-based
style of teaching, where the students propose the question on what they are interested in, and we format lessons
and activities to explore the answers. This fosters curiosity which is one of our core competencies. Our program
fosters students to develop a meaningful connection to the land and the community around them where they
see themselves as an integral part of nature. We offer small class sizes which allows us to tailor our curriculum to
the needs and interests of each student. This supports each student’s individual learning needs and goals. Our
program fosters students’ creativity, challenges them to develop grit and perseverance, focuses on environmental
topics, collaboration, independence and leadership.

Wild School Curriculum
Wilderness Skills
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Proficient in outdoor wilderness skills
Navigation with a compass, map and GPS
Fire building
Shelter building with natural objects, tarps and rope
Knot knowledge and accuracy
Basic and Standard first aid
Proficient in bush craft
Cooking/preparing food over a fire
Successfully complete multi day an overnight trip

12:00pm - 12:30pm: Outdoor Activity (Hike, Ski, Bike, Soccer, Frisbee)
12:30pm – 1:00pm: Lunch
1:00pm-1:30pm: Novel Study / Silent Reading
1:30pm-2:20pm: THEMATIC/ EXPERIENTIAL (application + projects)
2:20pm - 2:30pm: Snack
2:30pm - 3:15pm: Leadership/ French
3:15pm - 3:30pm: End of Day Debrief
3:30pm - Pick up
3:30pm- 5:00pm- Afterschool Programming (Additional charges apply)

EQ and Leadership Skills
·

·
·
·
·
·

Knowledge and understanding of the styles of leadership
Self-aware and reflective - debrief experts
Proficient in demonstrating compassion, empathy and understanding towards others, the community and
to nature
Demonstrates and understands resilience and grit
Able to adapt to changing environments with ease
Able to lead their class and the younger class through activities

Ecological Education
·
·
·
·
·

Proficient in tree identification
Proficient in animal tracks and bird identification
Understanding of the local ecosystem, food chains and biodiversity
Create an initiative to protect and give back to nature as a changemaker
Deep understanding and respect for Indigenous perspectives of the land

Math

Numbers - Shapes - Real-World Problems
Numbers
Students will explore and develop a positive relationship with numbers through the practice of foundational math
skills. Strong mental math skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division are at the core of this foundation,
as well as understanding distances and measurement. Students become data management experts through data
collection activities based in nature and real-world problems. Students are exposed to a variety of data collection
and analysis techniques such as mapping and graphing. Through the practice of these foundational skills, students
are then able to apply their skills to tangible, real world math problems.
Shapes
Students will explore shapes in a wide variety of ways such as measuring and calculating the length, width, height,
perimeter, area, and circumference. Students will have a strong understanding of 2D and 3D shapes, angles and
polygons and will be comfortable identifying and using these shapes in mapping and building activities. Students

will consistently be challenged to make meaningful connections between shapes to the world around us.
Relationships and Real-World Problems
Our approach to math at Wild School focuses on the relevance of math in real world situations. Through exploration, conversation and experience, students are challenged to connect with mathematical concepts, skills and
language each day. One area this is demonstrated is through the development of a business where students are
exposed to financial literacy skills. Math is not only focused on as an individual subject, but also woven into cross
curricular projects focusing on the application of foundational skills and problem-solving skills using the STEM
framework.

Language Arts

Interpretation - Expression - Creation

Oral Communication

Communication is a strong focus of the Language Arts program at Wild School. Students participate in knowledge
building circles, oral debrief reflections, developing and asking inquiry questions and giving and receiving constructive feedback on a daily basis. Students explore oral presentation skills through booktalks, storytelling, giving
instructions to their peers, debates and informative presentations. Students will hone their oral communication
skills through individual opportunities as well as collaborative team opportunities. Students become expert communicators of their ideas.

Reading and Reading Comprehension

Students develop and enhance their love of reading by exploring a variety of fiction and nonfiction texts through
silent reading, novel study opportunities, research, biographies, stories, poems and articles. Building upon students’ understanding of the element of a story, we explore beyond the basics and unpack concepts such as conflict, cause and effect, inference, character development, foreshadowing, symbolism, compare and contrast and
literary devices. Through non-fiction texts we will explore the difference between an opinion and a fact. Students
will also practice their audio and visual comprehension skills through listening to podcasts and watching informational video clips.

Writing

Writing is integral to our daily routine at Wild School. Students participate in daily journal writing where students
reflect and respond to questions connected to our thematic, and leadership concepts. This practice supports students’ written creation of ideas as they develop their own voice through writing as well as practice with spelling,
grammar, learning new vocabulary and honing sentence structure. Students then take their foundational writing
skills and apply them to letter writing, procedural writing and informative and persuasive paragraphs and essays.
Creative writing is explored through poetry, song writing, script development and story writing.

Science

Inquiry - Critical Thinking - Technology

Our approach to Science at Wild School is hands-on, with a focus on developing inquiry and critical thinking
skills. Students explore life systems, structures and mechanisms, matter and energy and earth and space systems
through the lens of inquiry and connection to the environment. At Wild School this looks like the exploration of
weather patterns, understanding ecosystems and biodiversity, exploring the four natural elements, soil and plant
study and focus of motion. Students become proficient in the scientific method of inquiry for the exploration of
experiments and applying their knowledge to cross curricular projects.

Social Studies

Indigenous Perspective - Community - Sense of Place
In exploring Social Studies, we focus on building understanding and respect for Indigenous ways of knowing
through investigating Indigenous history and current realities. Students will develop a deeper understanding and
connection to their own personal and family histories, developing a strong sense of place and the importance of
giving back to their local community through community service initiatives. A blend of geography, history and a
deeper connection to community and place is at the heart of this program, drawing on our values of listening,
empathy and respect.

Physical and Health Education

Endurance - Teamwork - Healthy Living
Physical activity and health and wellbeing are an integral part of each day at Wild School. Students participate in a
variety of fast pace movement activities, sports and mindful reflection practices regularly. We believe an ebb and
flow of these activities help students maintain a healthy lifestyle and are important to developing flow state and
priming the mind for learning and discovery. Students will build strength and endurance through a myriad of outdoor activities and sports including; mountain biking, cross country skiing, ultimate frisbee, canoeing, hiking and
trail running. With a focus on mindfulness and mental health, students are exposed to yoga, mindful breathing,
grounding and sit spot practices daily. Our approach to physical and health education is holistic, nurturing and
strengthening the mind, body and spirit of each child.

The Arts

Expression - Creativity - Storytelling
The discovery of the arts at Wild School exposes students to a myriad of mediums for creative expression and storytelling inspired by the natural world. Students spend time observing nature, creating using natural materials and
performing art in natural settings. The arts are woven into cross curricular projects as well as targeted learning in
visual arts, drama, dance and music. In music, students will create their own instruments out of natural objects and
take cues from nature’s music in song creation. We will also explore music through learning the ukulele and with
boom whackers to understand sound, rhythm and musical notation. Singing and songwriting will also be explored
in our learning of music. Students will have a strong understanding of the elements of design by exploring a variety of visual art mediums such as drawing, painting, and photography. Students will explore using movement and
actions for storytelling purposes through dance and drama. Through exploring each aspect of the arts, students
gain confidence expressing themselves creativity.

French as a second language

Communication - Connection - Culture

Stay Wild!

French language learning at Wild School will focus on both oral and written communication skills. Students will
walk away from this learning as confident speakers of conversational French with a particular emphasis on nature
identification and vocabulary in the French language. This program aligns with our values of empathy and respect
in the learning of a new language and culture of fellow Canadians and world citizens.

